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SUBJECT: CEREMONY ATTENDANCE ON ACTIVATION OE SFM ON EEBRUARY 22, 1976 


REF: (A) TEL AVIV 1069, (B) CAIRO 1917 

1. IN DISCUSSION WITH ISRAELI CHIEF LIAISON OFFICER COLONEL 
LEVINSON, HE INDICATED THAT HE EXPECTED THAT BOTH INTERNATIONAL 
AND ISRAELI PRESS WOULD REQUEST PERMISSION TO ATTEND ANY 
CEREMONY THAT MIGHT TAKE PLACE ON FEBRUARY 22. IN DISCUSSION 

OE THIS MATTER WITH CHARGE DUNNIGAN, THE POSSIBILITY OP INVITING 
THE AMBASSADOR AND A PEW KEY MEMBERS OP THE TEL AVIV COUNTRY 
TEAM WAS ALSO DISCUSSED. 

2. AT MEETING WITH GENERAL GAMASY IN CAIRO ON EEBRUARY 12, 

I POINTED OUT THAT I PROPOSED TO ACTIVATE THE SPM AT 1200 HOURS 
ON EEBRUARY 22 ALTER COMPLETING INSPECTION AND VERIPICATION 
PROCEDURES AT E-1 AND J-l. I ASKED HIM WHETHER OR NOT INTERNATIONAL 
OR EGYPTIAN PRESS WOULD BE PERMITTED TO ATTEND AND INDICATED THAT 
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CAIRO COUNTRY TEAM. GENERAL GAMASY REACTED BY SAYING THAT 
THE BUEEER ZONE IS EGYPTIAN TERRITORY AND BY STATING THAT 
HE WOULD HAVE TO DISCUSS THE POSSIBILITY OFATTENDANCE 
BY THE EGYPTIAN PRESS AT THE CERMONY. HE STATED THAT HE 
EELT THAT ANY CEREMONY IN WHICH EGYPTIAN AND ISRAELI 
JOURNALISTS WERE LINED UP ON OPPOSITE SIDES WOULD BE 
REMINISCENT OF KILOMETER 101. IN ANY CASE, IT WAS A POLITICAL 
MATTERS WHICH HEWOULD HAVE TO DISCUSS WITH POLITICAL 
AUTHORITIES AND PRESIDENT SADAT. HE SAID PERHAPS ANOTHER 
EORMULA COULD BE FOUND SUCH AS THE EGYPTIAN SIDE COMING ONE 
DAY AND THE ISRAELI SIDE ANOTHER DAY. HE STRESSED THAT 
ANYTHING INVOLVING SIMULTANEOUS APPEARANCE BY THE PRESS OE THE 
TWO COUNTRIES WAS MOST UNLIKELY. GAMASY EMPHASIZED THAT 
AMERICAN PRESENCE IN THE AREA WAS THE MOST SENSITIVE 
PART OF THE ENTIRE SINAI II AGREEMENT AND DRAWING ATTENTION TO 
IT COULD LEAD TO MORE PROPAGANDA ATTACKS AGAINST EGYPT. (FOR SAME 
REASON GAMASY REQUESTED SFM NOT DISPLAY US ELAG ON BLDGS 
OR VEHICLES) IE ANY CEREMONIES WERE TO BE HELD, HE SAID, THEY 
WOULD HAVE TO BE SEPARATE EOR THE TWO SIDES, I STATED THAT I KNEW 
THE PRESS WOULD BE VERY INTERESTED IN ATTENDING BUT COULD 
ONLY GO WITH THE PERMISSION OE THE GOVERNMENTS AND ONLY EOR 
THE CEREMONY, THAT I UNDERSTAND THE POINTS HE HAD MADE, AND THAT 
I WOULD AWAIT AN OFEICIAL REPLY. 

3. IN PRELIMINARY DISCUSSION IN CAIRO, AMBASSADOR EILTS 
CONCURRED IN RAISING THE POSSIBILITY OF A CEREMONY WITH 
GENERAL GAMASY AND PREDICTED SOME OE THE RESERVATIONS THAT 

GENERAL GAMASY MIGHT HAVE. PENDING THE REPLY OP THE GOE, 

I DO NOT PROPOSE TO TAKE ANY PURTHER ACTION ON THIS MATTER. 

AS SOON AS THE GOE SENDS US THEIR REPLY, I WILL FORARD IT 
TO THE DEPT AND REQUEST INSTRUCTIONS. WHILE THE ISSUE 
OP ATTENDANCE BY THE PRESS FROM ONE OR BOTH COUNTRIES HAS 
NOT YET BECOME A PRESSING ISSUE, I WOULD EXPECT A REQUEST 
EOR LARGE ATTENDANCE EARLY NEXT WEEK. FOR PRESS COVERAGE 
REQUESTED EOR PEBRUARY 19, SEE REFS (A) AND (B). 

EILTS 
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